
St. Michael’s School 

Newsletter – December 2020 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

 

As we successfully reach the close of the first school term, I write to acknowledge the hard work and efforts of 

all pupils and staff. With the numerous measures and restrictions in place due to COVID-19 it has provided us 

with opportunities to be creative and flexible in how we continued with school life.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new staff members and our new pupils, who have settled in 

well and seem to be enjoying school life. I acknowledge the hard work and commitment of the dedicated In-

School Management Team, teachers, SNAs, ancillary staff and bus escorts. Our staff have shown huge 

dedication to our pupils and are to be commended for the diligence and enthusiasm in assuming the additional 

responsibilities and duties asked of them. 

 

A special thank you goes to our Deputy Principal, Ms. O’Riordan, who has worked tirelessly throughout these 

extraordinary times and whose valuable support and contributions have undoubtedly contributed to our success 

since school re-opened.  

 

22nd December is a significant milestone for everyone. When we were returning to school back in late August we 

asked for your support and co-operation with the new procedures and control measures that had to be introduced. 

Since then we have had fabulous support and commitment from pupils and parents. We are delighted that pupils 

are back in school and fully embracing all aspects of school life. My sincere appreciation and gratitude to you all 

for helping us all stay safe and healthy.  

 

Thank you to Miss Jennings, our Lead Worker Representative, and Samantha Fay, Assistant Lead Worker 

Representative whose roles have been essential in ensuring the implementation of our COVID-19 Response Plan. 

This is available on the school website www.stmichaelsholyangels.com. Our school’s ‘Contingency Action Plan 

for Remote Learning’ will be available on the website which will be followed in the event of a school closure. 

 

I would like to thank the Board of Management for their continued hard work and commitment to do right by our 

pupils, staff and entire school community. I would like to thank Sr. Bernadette, our Chairperson, a true leader, 

who considers at all times the welfare of pupils, staff and the school community at the heart of all decisions 

made. 

 

During this time I appreciate that parents may feel a level of disconnect due to the absence of face to face 

meetings and greetings as necessary control measures are implemented. I want to take this opportunity to thank 

you all for your continued support to us in all our endeavours. I hope in the near future we will meet face to face 

and recommence our usual celebrations and festivities.  

 

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of Jesus. Christmas is a reminder that enduring happiness and 

fulfilment comes through generosity and compassion, warmth and fellowship, truth, love and gratitude. 

Never has it been more important to keep a sense of gratitude in our hearts and minds as we welcome the 

start of a new year and a new chapter in our lives.  
 

I wish you a festive, happy and safe holiday with your family. We look forward to welcoming our pupils back on 

Wednesday, 6th January. 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

 

Sharon Gorevan  

 
 

 

http://www.stmichaelsholyangels.com/


Season’s Greetings from the Editors Desk 

As I write the Christmas season is officially in full swing here in St. Michael’s. Pupils are busy preparing for 

our virtual Christmas event on December 17th, the Christmas dinner and ice-cream van are ordered, beautiful 

festive displays grace the walls of classrooms and corridors. Pupils, teachers and SNAs in classes and zones 

within the school that have seen so little of each other these days have exchanged greetings on carefully 

curated greeting displays strategically placed around the school. Having checked in with the many elves 

doing lookout on his behalf here in St. Michael’s, Santa has graciously accepted our invitation to visit us. 

We are beyond excited!  

We usually have one carefully decorated tree located in the school foyer. This year we’ve surpassed 

ourselves with not one, not two, but three Christmas trees. Brightly lit with an array of colourful decorations 

the trees are a gift to our school community and a reminder of the simple joys that we still can have in a time 

that is so different for all of us. 

In St. Michael’s School Christmas is celebrated in style, coupled with a keen awareness of those who 

struggle at this time of year. The Student Council mindful of those less fortunate have organised a Christmas 

jumper fundraiser for Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Crumlin. 

It’s an extremely busy time of year but one that’s so very special here in St. Michael’s. The true Christmas 

message is not forgotten. The almost life-sized crib and advent wreath take pride of place, carefully installed 

at the front of the school in the foyer. On the 8th of December the school community came together on Zoom 

for Mass celebrated by our school chaplain Fr. Cornelius. 

As always I think it’s important to acknowledge the part that each and every member of our school 

community plays in our Christmas preparations. The hard work, goodwill and kindness with which the 

season is embraced by all, is as always seen and immensely appreciated. This year it has been so different 

we’ve had to dig deep and be quite creative. We all miss the beautiful traditions long established here in St. 

Michael’s and look forward to their return.  

A big thank you to all who have kindly shared their news here in the school newsletter, I hope you enjoy 

reading it and in some way connect with us in this strange and disconnected time. I hope you all have a 

lovely restful Christmas and better times in 2021.  

The light of the Christmas star to you 

The warmth of home and hearth to you 

The cheer and goodwill of friends to you 

The love of the son of God’s peace to you 

Kind Regards 

 

 

Ms. Margaret O’Riordan 

 

  

 



St. Vincent’s Class 

 

 
 

 

 

St Vincent’s class are all in great festive spirit and all really looking forward to the Christmas 

holidays. Ms Hogg Ms Quinn and Mary are so proud of each and every pupil as they have shown 

such maturity taking on all of our new routines with no complaint. We have been so lucky from the 

beginning of term to go to the park and watch the seasons change in real time as we have been 

studying and watching one beautiful tree in particular, change colour and loose its leaves. We look 

forward in the new term to return and watch for new life and the first signs of Spring. In the 

classroom we have been working on our interpersonal skills, learning about animal and human 

habitats, working with our real coins and clocks. We have created super art work and hope have our 

Christmas Snowmen and Snow Women finished in time for Christmas to bring home.!! 

 

St Vincent’s class would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

  



St Brigid’s Class Christmas News 

 

Hello from St Brigid’s Class! We have had a fantastic term in school. We have especially enjoyed the past 

few weeks and all of the preparations for Christmas. We have done lots of Christmas reading, writing and 

artwork. We think that this Christmas will be really special and we are all looking forward to the break from 

school. 
 

We would like to share some of our Christmas acrostic poems and some of our Christmas artwork with you 

all. We hope you like them as much as we do! 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from us all 

in St. Brigid’s Class! 
 

        

     

    



St. Bernadette’s Class 

 

We have had a very busy and exciting half-term here in St Bernadette’s class with many of our pupils 

beginning the process of finding placements for next year. The pupils have been looking at courses that they 

may like to attend next year when they leave us. Some have even already made their decision and know 

where they will be going! It is a very exciting time for our school leavers. 

In other news, we have really been enjoying the Christmas season here with lots of art and crafts and 

Christmas music. We really enjoyed putting together our Christmas display – all of the pupils collaborated 

to make a beautiful Christmassy village scene which we named Christmas Street. We were all delighted with 

how it turned out. We also sent a text in to Christmas FM and were delighted to hear our class name being 

called out! 

I am sure that all of the pupils are looking forward to a break and to spend time with their family. I would 

like to wish all of the pupils and their loved ones a very happy and safe Christmas. I look forward to seeing 

you in 2021 for what will hopefully be a considerably calmer year! Beannachtaí na Nollag oraibh uilig. 

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Texaco Art Competition 

 

Earlier this year we had the pleasure of preparing for and entering the Texaco Art Competition. Judging of 

the competition was delayed but we were delighted to hear this term that we had three Merit Winners plus 

many pupils who received a Certificate of Commendation. 

 

Our three Merit Winners are Roslyn, Joshua and Jordan C. They each received a wonderful art set in the 

post. The following received a Certificate of Commendation:- Braxton, Max, Reanna, Jasek, Ethan, Kyle, 

Zama, Jack, Ryan, Hayley, Luke O'D and Ben K. 

 

Congratulations to all who entered and a special thank you to teachers and SNA's for  

preparing the materials and supporting the pupil's creative ideas. It won't be long until  

Texaco Art Competition 2021. 

 

Mrs Feeney 

 

   



News from St Francis Class 

We’ve been very busy in St Francis Class creating a Christmas vibe! Here’s our Christmas Art and some of  

our thoughts.  

“We are all looking forward to a 

long rest over our Christmas 

Holidays” 

Happy Christmas from everyone 

in St Francis Class! 

“Everyone made a red tree 

and a green tree. We put 

them altogether to make a 

Christmas Tree” 

“It’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas in St Francis Class” 

“Miss Murphy will be proud of our 

Green School’s approach” 

“It was great to use up our waste 

packaging to make our Christmas 

angels…Thank You Mrs Feeney for the 

bubble wrap” 

“Samantha showed us how to 

make candles by tearing coloured 

paper” 



A message from St. Patrick’s Class 

St. Patrick’s Class has been very busy this term. We have really enjoyed activities such as nature walks in 

the Phoenix Park, baking cookies in Home Economics, and making robots in Woodwork. We have learned 

lots during the term and we especially enjoyed learning about Roald Dahl and the Late Late Toy Show. We 

successfully held our student council election although it was a very close race! Our SNA, Mary, brought in 

some bird feeders and we have loved seeing the birds eating at the window. Everybody has now been 

Student of the Week at least once! 

One of the most special things we have done is helping the homeless in Dublin City by donating shoeboxes 

to the charity, Inner City Helping Homeless. We brought in shoeboxes with presents and isolated them for 3 

days. We wore gloves to help wrap and pack the boxes, and we made cards to put in them. We would like to 

thank our families for helping to gather all the beautiful gifts! We are so grateful that we are able to bring 

joy to people who might need it this Christmas! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from St. Patrick’s Class! 

    

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



The class of St. Louise 

The excitement is building in our classroom at the moment. Everyone is looking forward to Christmas 

dinner on Wednesday, our Christmas whole school get together on zoom this Thursday and Pizza day for all 

the Junior Cycle pupils on Monday. To prepare ourselves for this week everyone has been busy writing 

Christmas stories and researching seasonal jokes.  

Recently the Junior Cycle classes began to use G Suite as a new learning tool and if for any reason we 

cannot be in school we will be prepared!  We are just starting off so it may take a while to get used to it. 

We have had a busy term and have definitely earned our Christmas rest.  

Patricia Muldoon and Roisín O’ Connor 

 

Christmas Joke from Dylan 

How does a snowman get to work?      By Icicle! 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               My Christmas Story 2020 

                                                          Christmas is all about giving not getting. During Christmas 

                                               people like to exchange gifts and have fun. Some people like to 

                                               eat chicken for Christmas dinner some also like to eat turkey.  

                                              Children love waking up early to see what Santa has left for 

                                              them on Christmas day they like waking up their parents and  

                                              siblings too.  

 

                                             Christmas is my favorite time of year because my birthday is  

                                             three days before Christmas. I get spoiled rotten with 

                                             presents, videogames, toys and sometimes a little money too.  

                                      I already have my Christmas tree and decorations up. We like to  

                                     drink hot chocolate during Christmas because it’s always cold during 

                               the holidays. We all love Christmas time because we get to spend time 

                        with friends and family talking about the old days from when you were little.  

                        It’s great.  

 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year as people listen to Christmas music, carols, services, 

visit houses around the street singing. It’s fun.  

 

Christmas is all about family and friends and giving to people who need it most.  People are 

very busy during the Christmas holidays.  But many also give money and clothes to charities 

for people who are in need. The Late Late Toy Show is always fun to watch during Christmas 

build up.  Ryan Tubridy is really funny and little kids on the show are funny too.  

 

By Nathan O’Brien 
 



News from St. Brendan’s Class 

Here we are, at the end of December. In St. Brendan’s class, we are tired from all our hard work this term, 

but we are delighted that we’ve been back in school, safely together since the end of August.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing everyone in 2021 for what will hopefully be, a happy and 

healthy year for us all.  

The Class of St. Brendan  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

From our Home Economics Department 

 

            

  

 

 

It’s been a busy time for us all. At the moment, 

we are working hard learning how to address 

envelopes correctly so that we can send each 

other Christmas cards.  

We have also been doing some great work on 

length, money and map reading.  

 

 

We worked hard on our decorations for 

our classroom. We did a study on the 

different tones of green and used that 

knowledge to create Christmas trees.  

But most importantly, we enjoyed 

coming to school every day and seeing 

each other and sharing jokes and 

laughter together.  

As we get ready for Christmas, we hope 

that everyone has a lovely Christmas 

break.  



Horticulture News 

 

We have been very busy in the garden since the mid term break and our long term vision for the area is 

beginning to take shape. The vegetable beds have all needed to be repainted to protect and seal them from 

the weather, and the pupils have done a great job which should keep the beds in a good condition over the 

winter.  

 

We also had to remove a dead tree from the garden, and we worked together as a team to safely cut it down, 

strip the branches and reuse the wood to make Christmas decorations among other things. The pupils have 

done a great job decorating the shed, our scarecrow and the trees with fairy lights to make the area look 

more festive, and we hope to reuse these outdoor lights for another project we have in mind for the new 

year. 

 

The pupils were able to plant some strawberries and lettuce and we have been learning about the importance 

of protecting them from the frost.  

 

We hope you all have a good Christmas and look forward to starting work on our sensory garden area with 

the pupils in the New Year.  

 

              

************************************ 

Christmas in St. Michael’s School 

The first Christmas was really quite simple, the Baby Jesus, his mother Mary, father, Joseph 

and a few animals in a stable. 

It's OK if your Christmas this year is simple too. 

This is the year to appreciate everything we have. 

This year the class of St Vincent are giving the important gifts of Understanding, Patience, 

Friendship, Helpfulness, Kindness, Time, Hope, Peace, Fun and LOVE. 

************************************ 

This Christmas, all of us in St. Patrick's Class are looking forward to spending time with our 

families. We are looking forward to singing all the Christmas songs we like. We are excited 

about opening presents around the Christmas tree and cannot wait to get cosy and watch 

Christmas movies. Everyone will be leaving out cookies and milk for our Christmas Eve 

visitor! W hope you all have a safe and happy Christmas and new Year's Eve. 

Merry Christmas from St. Patrick’s Class! 



        

 

   

 

     

 

 

  



St Brigid’s Class 

 

Our Plans for Christmas 

 

Hello everyone, we in St Brigid’s Class are really looking forward to Christmas this year. After everything 

that has happened in 2020, we feel like this Christmas will be extra special. 

We have chatted as a class and made a list of the things that we are most looking forward to doing over the 

holidays. 

 

We can’t wait to visit family, many of who we haven’t seen for a long time. We all love giving and 

receiving presents, that will be a highlight for us! 

 

We are excited to eat all of the nice Christmas food, especially Christmas dinner! We really enjoyed the 

Christmas dinner in school on Wednesday. 

 

We are looking forward to ringing in the New Year 2021 and celebrate a fresh start. 

We hope that you’re as excited as we are. 

 

Merry Christmas to all! 

 

 

St Brendan’s Class 

Saoirse 

 

In St Brendan's class, we have so much to look forward to this Christmas. 

 

We can't wait to see our grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews.... 

especially because some of us have not seen our family in a long time..  

 

It will be great to come together safely again at Christmas.  

 

Patrick  

 

We can't wait for our Christmas dinner altogether...pulling crackers, telling the Christmas 

jokes and laughing together. It will be great playing games with our families and watching 

Christmas movies with them. 

 

Christmas is a good chance for us to relax after our busy term. And we look forward to 

midnight on the 31st December when we can all shout 'HAPPY NEW YEAR!' 

 

 

 

 
 



A Christmas poem from the class of St. Peter 

 

Christmas 2020 is here at last! 

We’d be telling fibs if we said the year had been a blast. 

Who would have thought we’d be wearing masks as we moaned and groaned about our 

endless tasks?! 

We’ve played in our bubbles as we try our best to forget our troubles and our pods and social 

distancing have definitely made school more interesting. 

Hand gel rings a bell and we can always tell when those around us use it because it has a 

very strong smell. 

So as we bid farewell to 2020 there is nothing more to do but spread some Christmas cheer 

for one and all to hear. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark's class nominated Braxton to speak on behalf of the class yesterday for the school 

Zoom celebrations. He spoke about the birth of baby Jesus, Santa and our mischievous class 

Elf Banana. Thank you to Braxton for being so brave and speaking to the whole school. He 

represented us very well and we are all so proud of him. 

Thanks to Miss Jennings for organizing the Helix Panto online – The Sword in the Stone – 

for the whole school to enjoy.

 

 



Christmas Jumper Fundraiser 

The Student Council arranged for a Christmas Jumper Day for all in St. Michael’s School. Fabulous 

Christmas outfits wear to be seen in the school. Under the direction of Miss MacCann and with a little 

assistance from a visitor from the North Pole (none other than Santa Claus himself!) a total of €410.39 was 

raised for Crumlin Children’s Hospital. Well done and thank you to all involved. 

 

 

                   

 

              



 

In different parts of the world they have many different 

Christmas traditions.  In St. Gertrude’s Class we have been 

learning about a few.   

In many parts of Europe there is a big celebration on Christmas Eve.  In Poland 

they share a big family meal, they do not start eating until the first star is spotted 

in the sky.   

In Hungary, Christmas Eve is very important too, families have a big meal of fish and 

special bread then go to midnight mass together. Decorated gingerbread men are very popular in 

Hungary.   

In Bulgaria the main Christmas meal is eaten on Christmas Eve.  The meal has an odd number of dishes.  A 

special decorated loaf is shared with a coin baked into it.  If you find the coin in your piece you will have 

good luck for the whole year.   

The traditional Christmas meal in Nigeria may include beef, goat, sheep or chicken. Other dishes like yam, 

jollof rice and stew might be eaten too.   

In the UK St. Stephen’s Day is called Boxing Day this comes from the words ‘Christmas Box’. It represents 

the day when servants used to go home to their families and bring gifts.  On Boxing Day in Denbigh in 

Wales they hold the World Barrel Rolling Competition.   

Instead of decorating traditional Christmas trees, a banana or mango tree is decorated in India.    

On New Year’s Eve in Spain people eat 12 grapes with the twelve strokes of the clock at midnight. Each 

grape represents a month of the coming year.  

People from Croatia like to eat lots of delicious food at Christmas time.  Gabrijel’s favourite is cabbage roll, 

his mams are the best!   

To finish we would like to wish you Merry Christmas in Croatian……..  

Sretan Božić from all in St. Gertrude’s Class, Leona & Ms Wilkinson 

 



 

 

************************************ 

  

A Time for Thank You 

Christmas is a time of cheer, even in a Covid year 

A time for all to have a laugh 

A time to say thank you to pupils and staff 

 

To all of our teachers in all of their tasks in these difficult times while wearing their 

masks - Thank you 

 

To Noel, Julea and Jimmy as well for all their hard work to keep us well -Thank you 

 

To our SNA’s for being helpful and kind and keeping us healthy in body and mind -Thank 

You 

 

To Mrs Gorevan and Ms O’Riordan - for helping and guiding along the way this is our 

opportunity to say- Thank you 

 

Ordering birthday cakes all yummy and nice and all the announcements in a pleasant 

voice – Ellen Thank you 

 

To all of the pupils out in the yard for staying in their zones even though it’s so hard –

Thank you 

 

To our bus drivers and escorts for getting us safely to school each day, to all of you 

we’d like to say - Thank you 

 

From all in St Francis Class both tall and small 

Happy Christmas to you one and all!! 



Christmas Thoughts 
Anonymous 

 

It’s sharing your gifts, not purchasing gifts; 

It’s not wrapping presents, its being present 

and wrapping your arms around the ones you love; 

It’s not getting Christmas cards out on time, 

It’s sending any card, anytime, at the right time; 

It’s not having the biggest and best Christmas light display, 

It’s displaying the Christ light that comes from your heart; 

It’s not Santa coming down the chimney, 

It’s Jesus coming down from heaven, 

and giving us the gift of eternal life. 
 

 

 
As the battle against COVID-19 goes on, I ask you to adhere to the guidelines and I remind 

you not to send your child to school if he/she is sick.  

 

For those travelling abroad, your child will need a negative test result 5 days after returning 

to Ireland in order to return to school. We ask that you are mindful of all guidelines 

surrounding travel and current restrictions in place. 

 

 

 

 

The school will close at 12 noon on  

Tuesday, 22nd December 2020  

and re-open on Wednesday, 6th January 2021. 

 
 

Whatever is beautiful; 

whatever is meaningful; 

whatever brings you happiness; 

may it be yours this Christmas 

and throughout the coming year 
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