
Newgrange
Newgrange is one of Ireland’s most 
famous landmarks. It is a passage 
tomb located in the Boyne Valley, 
County Meath. It was built over 
5000 years ago, during the Neolithic 
period, a time which is also referred 
to as the New Stone Age. 

It is older than both Stonehenge 
and the Egyptian pyramids. It is 
estimated that Newgrange would 
have taken 300 people around 30 
years to build.

Passage Tomb
Passage tombs are an impressive type of ancient burial chambers.  The site 
at Newgrange covers approximately one acre in area. It consists of a large  
grass-covered mound, supported by a wall of gleaming white quartz cobblestones. 
Inside, a narrow stone passageway leads to three small chambers which branch 
off from a central chamber.  Human bones have been found at the site which 
suggests it was once used as a burial tomb and possibly a place of worship.

Art
There are 97 kerbstones surrounding the mound at 
Newgrange.  Some of the stones are ornately decorated 
with megalithic art. This ancient type of art sees 
the artist use stone as their canvas. It is abstract 
in style, focussing on shapes such as circles, spirals, 
parallel lines, triangles and arcs. Two techniques 
were mainly used to create megalithic art: incision 
and picking. Incision involves using a pointed, sharp 
object to draw on the surface of the stone.  Picking 
consists of holding a sharp pointed piece of stone and 
hammering it to chisel the pattern into the surface.    
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Newgrange

The Winter Solstice 
The winter solstice refers to 
the day of the year with the 
shortest amount of daylight 
and the longest amount of 
darkness. In Ireland, that day 
falls around 21st December 
each year. Remarkably, the 
entrance passageway at 
Newgrange was built in such 
a way that it is lined up with 
the rising sun on the day 
of the winter solstice.  This 
means that on the morning 

of the shortest day of the year, as the sun rises, the sunlight shines directly into 
the passageway through the roof box above and lights up the whole chamber.  
Every year, thousands of people apply for a ticket to be in the chamber for this 
majestic moment when it is lit by the winter sun. However, there can only be a 
few lucky winners as space inside the chamber is very restricted. 

Tourism
Newgrange is an official UNESCO 
World Heritage site. This means it is 
a recognised place of importance and 
it is legally protected. Over 200,000 
people visit Newgrange annually. It is 
a wonderful display of craftsmanship 
and a very important link to our 
ancient past. Maybe someday you 
will be fortunate enough to take a 
tour of Newgrange or possibly even 
win the lucky ticket!
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Questions
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

                                                                                                                                    

2.  Give two names for the time period when Newgrange was built.

     1.                                                                                                                               

     2.                                                                                                                               

3.  What is a passage tomb?

                                                                                                                                    

4.  In what ways was Newgrange used in the past? Name two, with support from the text.

     1.                                                                                                                               

     2.                                                                                                                               

5.  On what material would you find megalithic art?

                                                                                                                                    

6.  Explain the following techniques used to create megalithic art.

     Incision:                                                                                                                               

     Picking:                                                                                                                                

7.  In your own words, write about what happens at Newgrange on the day of the winter     

     solstice.

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                    

8.  What is a World Heritage site?
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Newgrange Questions

  9. Based on the information in this text, roughly how many people would visit Newgrange  

       in a total of five years?     

                                                                                                                                      

10.  Research and dictionary work.      

       a. What does UNESCO stand for?

                                                                                                                                      

       b. Find the meaning of the following words.

       Mound:                                                                                                                                

       Chamber:                                                                                                                                

       Ornate:                                                                                                                                

       Abstract:                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                      

       Chisel:                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                      

       Majestic:                                                                                                                                 

       Restricted:                                                                                                                      

11.  Create your own piece of abstract art by using shapes such as circles, spirals, parallel  

       lines, triangles and arcs.
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Answers
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

     Newgrange is located in the Boyne Valley, County Meath.

2.  Give two names for the time period when Newgrange was built.

     1. The Neolithic period.

     2. The New Stone Age.

3.  What is a passage tomb?

     A passage tomb is a type of ancient burial chamber.

4.  In what ways was Newgrange used in the past? Name two, with support from the text.

     1. It was used as a burial tomb for the dead.

     2. It was used as a place of worship.

5.  On what material would you find megalithic art?

     You would find megalithic art on stone.

6.  Explain the following techniques used to create megalithic art.

     Incision – Using a pointed, sharp object to draw on the surface of stone.

    Picking – Holding a sharp piece of stone and hammering it to chisel a pattern into the   

     surface of a stone.

7.  In your own words, write about what happens at Newgrange on the day of the winter  

     solstice.

    Pupils own responses, such as: as the sun rises on the morning of the winter solstice,   

   the sunlight enters through the roof box at Newgrange. It shines directly into the  

    passage, lighting up the chamber.  A small number of people gather in the chamber to  

     watch as it lights up.

8.  What is a World Heritage site?

     It is a place that is recognised as important and is legally protected.
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Newgrange Questions

  9.  Based on the information in this text, roughly how many people would visit Newgrange    

       in a total of five years?

       One million.

10.  Research and dictionary work. 

       a. What does UNESCO stand for? 

       United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

       b. Find the meaning of the following words. 

       Answers will vary slightly depending on the dictionary used.

       Mound – a small hill or pile of dirt or stones

       Chamber – a room used for a special purpose 

       Ornate – covered with decorations

     Abstract – expressing ideas and emotions by using elements such as colours and lines  

      without attempting to create a realistic picture

       Chisel – a metal tool with a flat, sharp end that is used to cut and shape a solid material 

       Majestic – large and impressively beautiful 

       Restricted – having a set limit 

11.  Create your own piece of abstract art by using shapes such as circles, spirals, parallel  

       lines, triangles and arcs.

        Pupil’s own artistic response
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Newgrange
Newgrange is one of Ireland’s most 
famous landmarks. It is a passage 
tomb located in the Boyne Valley, 
County Meath. It was built over 
5000 years ago, during the New 
Stone Age. 

It is older than both Stonehenge 
and the Egyptian pyramids. It is 
estimated Newgrange would have 
taken 300 people around 30 years 
to build.

Passage Tomb
Passage tombs are a type of ancient burial chambers.  The passage tomb at 
Newgrange covers around one acre in area. It consists of large grass-covered 
mound, supported by a wall of gleaming white cobblestones. Inside the tomb, a 
narrow stone passageway leads to three small chambers which branch off from 
a central chamber.  Human bones have been found at the site, telling us it was 
once used as a burial tomb and possibly a place of worship.

Art
There are 97 kerbstones surrounding Newgrange.  
Some of the stones are decorated in great detail 
with megalithic art. This is a type of art from the 
part which involved decorating large stones. The 
artist uses shapes such as circles, spirals, parallel 
lines, triangles and arcs to make patterns on the 
stones. Two methods were mainly used to create 
megalithic art - incision and picking. Incision 
involves using a pointed, sharp object to draw 
on the surface of the stone.  Picking consists of 
holding a sharp piece of stone and hammering it 
to carve the pattern into the surface.    
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Newgrange

The Winter Solstice 
The winter solstice is the 
name given to the day of the 
year with the shortest amount 
of daylight and the longest 
amount of darkness. In 
Ireland, that day falls around 
21st December each year. 
The entrance passageway 
at Newgrange was built so 
that it is lines up with the 
rising sun on the day of the 
winter solstice.  This means 
that on the morning of the 

shortest day of the year, as the sun rises, the sunlight shines directly into the 
passageway and lights up the whole chamber.  Every year, thousands of people 
apply for a ticket to be in the chamber for this magical moment when it is lit by 
the winter sun. However, there can only be a few lucky winners as space inside 
the chamber is very limited. 

Tourism
Newgrange is an official UNESCO 
World Heritage site. This means it is a 
recognised place of importance. Over 
200,000 people visit Newgrange every 
year. It is a wonderful example of 
craftsmanship and a very important 
link to our ancient past. Maybe 
someday you will be lucky enough to 
take the tour of Newgrange or maybe 
even win the lucky ticket!

visit twinkl.iePage 2 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history-early-people-and-ancient-socities/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history-early-people-and-ancient-socities-stone-age


Questions
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

                                                                                                                                    

2.  During what age was Newgrange built?

                                                                                                                                    

3.  Name two famous landmarks that Newgrange is older than.

     1.                                                                                                                                

     2.                                                                                                                                

4.  What is a passage tomb?

                                                                                                                                    

5.  What evidence tells us that Newgrange was once used as a burial tomb?

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                    

6.  Explain the following techniques used to create Megalithic art.

     Incision:                                                                                                                               

     Picking:                                                                                                                               

7.  When is the winter solstice?

                                                                                                                                    

8.  What is a World Heritage site?

                                                                                                                                    

9.  How many people visit Newgrange each year?
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Mound an informed guess

Chamber a small hill

Worship a room used for a special purpose

10.  Match the words with their description.

Limited not high in number

Estimate to honour someone or something as a god

Newgrange Questions
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Answers
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

     Newgrange is located in the Boyne Valley, County Meath.

2.  During what age was Newgrange built?

     Newgrange was built during the New Stone Age.

3.  Name two famous landmarks that Newgrange is older than.

     1. Stonehenge

     2. The Egyptian Pyramids

4.  What is a passage tomb?

     A passage tomb is a type of ancient burial chamber.

5.  What evidence tells us that Newgrange was once used as a burial tomb?

    We know that Newgrange was once used as a burial tomb because human bones were  

     found at the site. 

6.  Explain the following techniques used to create Megalithic art.

     Incision – Using a pointed, sharp object to draw on the surface of stone.

    Picking – Holding a sharp piece of stone and hammering it to carve a pattern into the  

                    surface of a stone.

7.  When is the winter solstice?

     The winter solstice falls around 21st December each year.

8.  What is a World Heritage site?

     It is a recognised place of importance.

9.  How many people visit Newgrange each year?

     Over 200,000 people visit Newgrange each year.
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Mound an informed guess

Chamber a small hill

Worship a room used for a special purpose

10.  Match the words with their description.

Limited not high in number

Estimate to honour someone or something as a god

Newgrange Answers
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Newgrange
Newgrange is one of Ireland’s most 
famous landmarks. It is a passage 
tomb located in the Boyne Valley, 
County Meath. It was built over 
5000 years ago, during the New 
Stone Age. 

It is older than both Stonehenge 
and the Egyptian pyramids. It is 
estimated Newgrange would have 
taken 300 people around 30 years 
to build.

Passage Tomb
Passage tombs are a type of burial chambers. The passage tomb at Newgrange 
covers around one acre in area. It looks like a large grass-covered mound which 
is supported by a wall of sparkling white stones. Inside the tomb, a narrow 
stone passageway leads to three small chambers which lead off from a central 
chamber.  Human bones have been found at the site, telling us it was once used 
as a burial tomb.

Art
There are 97 large stones surrounding 
Newgrange.  Some of the stones are decorated 
in great detail. The artist uses shapes such as 
circles, spirals, parallel lines, triangles and arcs 
to make patterns on the stones. Two methods 
were mainly used to create this type of art: 
incision and picking. Incision involves using 
a sharp object to draw on the surface of the 
stone. Picking means holding a sharp piece of 
stone and hammering it to carve the pattern 
into the surface.        
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Newgrange

The Winter Solstice 
The winter solstice is the 
name given to the day of 
the year with the shortest 
amount of daylight and the 
longest amount of darkness. 
In Ireland, that day is around 
21st December each year. 
The entrance passageway at 
Newgrange was built so that 
it is lines up with sunrise 
on the day of the winter 
solstice.  This means that on 
the morning of the shortest 

day of the year, as the sun rises, the sunlight shines directly into the passage 
and lights up the whole chamber.  Every year, thousands of people apply for a 
ticket to be in the chamber for this special moment when it is lit by the sun. 
However, there can only be a few lucky winners as space inside the chamber is 
very limited. 

Tourism
Newgrange is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. This means it is a 
recognised place of importance. Over 
200,000 people visit Newgrange 
every year. Maybe someday you will 
be lucky enough to take the tour of 
Newgrange or maybe even win the 
lucky ticket!

visit twinkl.iePage 2 of 2

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history-early-people-and-ancient-socities/reading-comprehension-worksheets-roi-resources-5th-6th-class-sese-history-early-people-and-ancient-socities-stone-age


Questions
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

                                                                                                                                    

2.  How long ago was Newgrange built? Tick the correct answer.

   

3.  What is a passage tomb? Tick the correct answer.

4.  What evidence tells us that Newgrange was once used as a burial tomb? Tick the correct  

     answer.

5.  When is the winter solstice?

                                                                                                                                    

6.  How many people visit Newgrange each year?

                                                                                                                                    

Newgrange was built over 50 years ago.

Newgrange was built over 5000 years ago.

Newgrange was built over 500 years ago.

A passage tomb is an old burial chamber.

A passage tomb is an old statue.

A passage tomb is an old walkway.

Diaries were found there.

Gravestones were found there.

Human bones were found there.
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Mound an informed guess

Chamber a small hill

Carve a room used for a special purpose

 7.  Match the words with their description.

Limited not high in number

Estimate to create something by cutting into its surface  

Newgrange Questions
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Answers
Newgrange

1.  Where is Newgrange?

     Newgrange is located in the Boyne Valley, County Meath.

2.  How long ago was Newgrange built? Tick the correct answer.

   

3.  What is a passage tomb? Tick the correct answer.

4.  What evidence tells us that Newgrange was once used as a burial tomb? Tick the correct  

     answer.

5.  When is the winter solstice?

     The winter solstice is around 21st December each year.

6.  How many people visit Newgrange each year?

     Over 200,000 people visit Newgrange each year.

Newgrange was built over 50 years ago.

Newgrange was built over 5000 years ago.

Newgrange was built over 500 years ago.

A passage tomb is an old burial chamber.

A passage tomb is an old statue.

A passage tomb is an old walkway.

Diaries were found there.

Gravestones were found there.

Human bones were found there.
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Mound an informed guess

Chamber a small hill

Carve a room used for a special purpose

 7.  Match the words with their description.

Limited not high in number

Estimate to create something by cutting into its surface  

Newgrange Answers
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